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“A new vision in contemporary grammar and usage”

Very recently | took up a new venture where | happe see the learners have got a good amount of
English knowledge in traditional grammar. Howevagst frequently they feel my explanatory examples
in grammar aren’t appealing, interesting and merabgtitive. Hence, to make grammar classroontylive
and interestingly | had purchased numerous booksyng those books, | preferably go for the
"Cambridge Grammar of English” for the followingrieficial reasons:



208
MIJAL 1:4 July2009 ISSN 0974-8741
BOOK REVIEW ON CAMBRIDGE GRAMMAR OF ENGLISH R.NARAYANAN
1. Usageand acceptability

Grammar is concerned with acceptable and unacdedtaims and the distinctions of meaning these
forms create. So, unacceptable sentences showrawith through the text in CGE:

I just ignored it. | think everybody else did asliwe

N Lie L thinl hodyelsid

Besides, issues of acceptability are never far ftoernsurface when there is reference to what rxlstal
in grammar or in language use in general. In tbizkbthe following main categories of British Ersdjli

are adopted:

* Unacceptable in standard written English but a@t#ptin standard spoken English

» Unacceptable in standard written and spoken Enbglislacceptable in many regional varieties of
English ; such forms are not included in the nascription in this book, and are simply
referred to occasionally

2. Prescriptive approach

A prescriptive approach to grammar is based omdiee that some forms are more ‘correct’ or more
associated with ‘good usage’ than others. Presegiptiles are often social rules that are beliewethark
out a speaker or writer as educated or as belongiagarticular social class. Examples of presee

rules are:

Do not use go on/off for get on/off:

(e.g. Do not say he put his newspaper down and @féttie train at the next station; say he put his

newspaper down and got off the train at the nexticst)

Examples are given throughout the book of conteitsse in which prescriptive rules do or do notlgpp

where this is useful to language learners.
3.Grammar and the spoken language

The spoken language has been downgraded and hastodre regarded as relatively inferior to written
manifestations. Both in the teaching and learnifigfirst, second and foreign languages, and in
educational institutions and society in generalegmng skills are normally less highly valued, with

linguistics expertise being equated almost exckligiwith a capacity to read and write. This boo&vds
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for its example of spoken English on the CAN CODLdEpas. The CANCODE corpus is a collection of

everyday informal spoken texts which provides wesgful evidence of significance structures, esfigcia
as they are found in spontaneous, unplanned, cesti@nal usage. Al though the corpus has not been
systematically coded for phonetic features andufeatof intonation, this book has an accompanyibg C
ROM in which key sentences, conversational exchaage patterns of use can be listened to. Heheis t

CD-ROM and by click on speaker symbol one candisite sentence.

& cor fEE

CAMBRIDGE GRAMMAR OF ENG u____.._.f--—'-"_"‘"___—_

CAMEBRIDGE

=
=
Introduction to the Cambridge Grammar of
English

T Ertreadhution b the Cambridge Gr..,

b+ Irtrcaduntition Lo grafrimar and Sk,

B From ulierarse b decourse

b Froem dscourss b Sond onbeats VWHAT |51M?. 1

b Geamomar across burns and senten. . —

b Gaarmoae and academic Enghsh - Grammad is concerned with how sentences and utterances are formed.

b Irtrediation Lo veor d casses and .. In & typical English $ontenca, wi £an o8 tho two most bagic panciphes

b The oo phe ase of grammar, the arrangement of items {$yntax) and the structure of

[ otnres e hstmranirers items (morphology):

b Bvorors 41§ gave my sister @ swoeater for hor birthday.

b Vel ptraie 10 Stnuchure of verb ...

B vk plrdee X terde ofd sssedt | "

B Tymess of varbs Arrangoment of ltoems (syntax) la

b Adhnctim and adwctive pegiss The meaning of this sentence i obwviously created by words such as

b Rdtverbs aned aderhy phegies Gaed, SIE00F, Swiator 3nd brthdiy, But thend ane other wards (1, my, &,

b Propestan aved progestionsl ghe for, b} which contnbute to the meaning, and, addtionally, aspects of

— the individual wards and the way they are arcanged which enable us to o

Besides, this book has got numerous advantagesameler, it has a few things to be taken caréef t
publisher side :

1) Itis a large and heavy book with soft boeohd

2) It is not available locally

3) Paperback is nice and cheaper but I'm not sureitwill hold with a lot of use

Further , "Cambridge Grammar of English" had thewaers | needed and clearly explained . For
example, many teachers had trouble with how tohtéammmon errors in English’ on a course.
Cambridge deals nicely with this. It gives sevesamples and it is possible to compare (correct and
incorrect sentences or forms) them to understamdifferences. Besides, this book is an excellent

resource for upper intermediate and advanced sudents, especially those who take TOEFL, GRE,
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CAT and Cambridge exams. For Engineering studdneways carry (literally) about 3 books with me

to teach English grammar ( something that explhiow to use adverbs, prepositions and so on)
for general references in grammar, amongettin®e this book is a good and an excellent one
Because it is a well organized reference, the enaptre divided with headings, titles, and numbers.
These dividers, columns, headings etc are far enrgerany other systems in the books | have. This

makes it extremely easy to find what we are looKorgand saves a lot of time.
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